Medical Education in the USA
Perhaps no other group is so constantly striving toward professional improvement as are today's physicians. Never before has the medical profession possessed the skill and knowledge held today by its members. A little over 70 years ago, a young man could become a doctor by serving an apprenticeship to a practicing physician, meanwhile taking a few night courses in anatomy. Today, the future doctor must pass successfully through eight to thirteen or more years of the most demanding, intensive, and exhaustive study before setting up his practice.

First, he must spend three to four years of premedical training at a recognized university. Here he learns the basic sciences and absorbs a necessary amount of liberal education. From those students who have made the top grades in premedical studies are chosen the candidates for medical school. Every medical school in the United States receives applications from many more students than it can accept each year. Consequently, only the top-level students are enrolled.

The prospective medical student must give careful attention to the problem of finances during his years in training, since the basic cost in even the least expensive schools amounts to at least one thousand dollars each year.
The medical curriculum is arduous, and it is more difficult to maintain a part- time job than in regular colleges or universities. Student may be able to make long-term loans for this purpose, and scholarships are available to aid the student, but generally it is necessary to have the finances available in the family, and to show the medical school that adequate resources are available.
During the first two years of the four-year medical school curriculum, the student must master the laboratory sciences. To learn the structure of the human body, he studies anatomy, both gross, and microscopic. Thorough training is given in the subject of biological chemistry, which is the basis for clinical laboratory diagnosis and medical therapeutics. The functions of the body are learned from books and by laboratory experiments in classes in physiology. Because he is to deal intimately with people, the student must have a working knowledge of psychology, the science of human behavior. In his pathology classes he will learn about diseases and diseased tissues; and in bacteriology classes, the causes of the infectious diseases will be made clear to him. Studying pharmacology, he will learn about drugs. Usually, all this study is done before he ever treats a patient.
In his third and fourth years, the student receives instruction and practical experience in the actual care of patients. The organization of the course work may vary considerably from school to school in this phase of the training, but certain basic studies are common to all. Included  among these are: the study of anesthetics (anesthesiology), the study of skin disorders (dermatology), the study of the glands of internal secretion (endocrinology), forensic or legal medicine, internal   medicine, the study of the nervous system and its diseases (neurology), the sciences pertaining to childbirth and diseases of the female reproductive system (obstetrics and gynecology), radiology.



Surgery, psychiatry, ophthalmology, otolaryngology, preventive medicine, orthopedics, pediatrics, proctology and urology. During this time the student frequently has the opportunity to spend considerable time in a hospital and acquaint himself with many of the more basic procedures and common disorders. While making the rounds of the wards with his instructors, the student will learn to develop the judgment and bearing necessary to make him as a competent practitioner of medicine. The medical school itself is organized into a considerable number of different departments, each of which teaches one of the previously mentioned subjects. The faculty of the school is composed of eminent member of the medical or allied professions, and in addition to teaching, this faculty usually engages in furthering medical progress through research. A great many of our present advances in medicine come through the efforts of such teachers, who are also eminent research scientists. After graduation from medical school, the student has the title of Doctor of Medicine in most states. However, he is still a student. 
Next comes one or two years of internship in a hospital. During this period, the intern usually lives at the hospital and receives a small amount of pay. While caring for the hospital's patients, he should develop more skill and knowledge, transposing the theories learned in medical school into practical use. Most states have a licensing board, which gives the prospective physician a thorough examination after internship is completed. If he passes the examination, he is allowed to practice medicine within the state. At the end of this phase, the new physician may desire to specialize his practice.  If so, he must obtain a residency or fellowship, lasting three to five years through which capable and experienced men in the field of his chosen specialty guide him in his study. He may take an examination by a National Specialty Board on completion of his training.

Postgraduate medical courses are offered by medical schools, hospitals, and medical organizations in order to keep physicians abreast of new developments. In a sense, the doctor is always a student, and always is improving.
